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THE DISHONOURABLE 
MEMBER ... 


THIS month, courtesy of the TUC and its North West Region, some 3,000 trade unionists 
will be receiving copies of Searchlight, many of them for the first time. But just in case the 
dramatic implications of our lead story prompt them, or other readers, to check the front 
cover dateline and wonder if we are perpetrating an April Fool hoax, we can assure them 
that we most definitely are not. There is substantial evidence in Searchlight’s possession that 
such a conspiracy, involving a Conservative MP, was indeed hatched. 

That the Conservative Party has a sinister right wing, even amongst its Parliamentary 
representatives, is now commonly known. The Young Conservatives’ report on far right 
infiltration and collaboration, and the BBC’s Panorama programme, ‘Maggie’s Militant 
Tendency’, both of which drew heavily upon Searchlight’s own revelations, have left no 
room to doubt that there are not just racists in the party, but also individuals with past or 
present links to extremist groups. We are not so vain as to imagine that we have uncovered 
all of the dark secrets that such people would rather were not exposed to public gaze. And 
the fact that it was fear of what we might reveal which provoked this particular Tory MP 
into plotting with others to murder one of our journalists is suggestive, perhaps, that there 
are still skeletons in the cupboard waiting to see the light of day. Whether any of these were, 
as the Tory MP seemed to fear, the subject of current Searchlight investigations, we have no 
way of knowing, although it is true that enquiries into his background, and the backgrounds 
of others, had been underway. 

But apart from the horrifying implication that a Parliamentary representative should be 
prepared to go to such criminal lengths to silence journalistic enquiry, it is equally worrying 
that the whole matter appears to have been covered-up at the highest political levels. The 
facts of the case, and much of the evidence, were presented to the Prime Minister months 
ago, following a police enquiry. As far as can be ascertained no action was taken, although it 
seems that at that point the plot was hurriedly aborted. 

Must we conclude that rather than face the adverse publicity which proper action would 
bring, the Prime Minister is quite prepared to allow a would-be murderer to sit on the 
government benches and help sustain her in office? 

For its part, Searchlight has proceeded through ‘the proper channels’ at every stage of 
this affair, but we are no longer prepared to tolerate a situation where such threats hang 
over the head of one of our journalists. 

At the present time there are compelling reasons why we cannot name the MP, nor his 
co-conspirators. We hope that in the near future this will change. In the meantime, we will 
not be intimidated by his criminal actions, nor any like them; our investigations will 
continue for as long as there is an extremist threat on the right to investigate. 








NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 

Names and addresses of subscribers to 
Searchlight are held on a computer to 
enable us to provide a more efficient 
service. This information is not used for 


any other purpose. We are required by 
the Data Protection Act 1984 to inform 
subscribers that they have a right to 
nt a to information being held in this 
orm. 


Please make me a Supporting/Ordinary Subscriber to Searchlight. 


Name/OngamiSation...-ccsss.ssecaneseesecest 


Ordinary Subscription Rates: 
Individuals £9 for 12 issues (inc p&p) 


Organisations £12 for 12 issues (inc. p&p) 


Europe: individuals £12 
Europe: organisations £15 
Outside Europe (airmail) £20 


lenclose cheque/PO for€................... 


Supporting 
Rates: 
Individuals £12 
Organisations £20 

Europe: individuals £16 
Europe: organisations £22 
Outside Europe (airmail) £25 


Subscription 


fe Rae ce made out to Searchlight. 


| do not object to the above details being held on a computer. 


SUPPORTING SUBSCRIBERS in addition to a year’s subscription receive 
free copies of all Searchlight pamphlets and indexes. 


Individual back numbers and complete sets are available on request. 














MURDER CONSPIRACY 





AGAINST SEARCHLIGHT 


A CONSERVATIVE MP has 
been implicated in a 
conspiracy to kidnap and 
murder Searchlight journalist 
Gerry Gable’ to block 
Searchlight investigations 
into extremism in the Tory 
Party. 

These astonishing allegations 
have been investigated by the 
police who concluded that such a 
conspiracy had indeed been 
hatched. At this point, 
Searchlight is unable to name all 
of those involved, even though 
their identities are known to us, 
and to the Prime Minister who 
was Officially briefed on the affair 
more than a year ago. As there 
has been no official action 
against the plotters, Searchlight 
has decided to make public the 
basic facts of the case. 


MILITARY 


The MP involved linked up with 
an up-market private security 
firm reputed to carry out 
contract work on behalf of the 
intelligence services. Its board of 
directors includes two former 
senior military officers, one of 
whom was implicated, more 
than ten years ago, in discussions 
in military circles about a 
possible coup d’etat against the 
then Labour government of 
Harold Wilson. 

Between them, the MP and the 
company’s major shareholder 
hatched a conspiracy to deal with 
what they called “this evil man”, 
Gerry Gable, whom they believed 
to be in large measure 
responsible for Searchlight’'s 
series of revelations about links 
between the Conservative Party 
and the extreme right. They were 
particularly anxious to establish 
how far other investigations had 
proceeded, especially any 
concerning the MP himself, who 
is known for his hardline right 
wing views. 

The initial suggestion that 
Gable might be dealt with in this 
way came directly from the MP. It 
was decided to contract out the 
work to a_= small recently 
established security firm based in 


Berkshire, but, in order to conceal 
the relationship between the 
two, no money for the contract 
would change hands. Instead, 
the smaller firm would be 
rewarded with lucrative security 
work in Africa and the Middle 
East which the larger company 
would be able to arrange. 

On June 26, 1984, a meeting 
was held at the larger firm's head 
office in London. Present were 
this company’s main 
shareholder, a director of the 
smaller company and one of his 
partners, then a serving Royal 
Marine Commando Warrant 
Officer. At this and subsequent 
meetings, surveillance of Gerry 
Gable’s movements was 
organised and arrangements 
discussed for “dealing with him”. 

Because of his initials, Gerry 
Gable was code-named ‘Horse’ 
on company case _ papers. 
Another Searchlight company 
director was code-named ‘Rider’. 

The plan of campaign decided 
upon was as follows: 

@ Gerry Gable’s movements and 
the Searchlight offices would be 
monitored to determine the most 
practicable course of action; 

@ he would then be abducted, 
first to a farm in Berkshire, and 
then to a safehouse in Dorset; 
@ there he would be 
‘interrogated’ to discover what 
other investigations concerning 
the MP were in progress; 

@ when any public interest in his 
disappearance had died down, he 
would be killed and his body 
disposed of. 


ARRANGEMENTS 


In the weeks that followed these 
meetings, certain arrangements 


were set in hand. A female 
associate of the Marine 
Commando twice called 


personally at Searchlight's office 
enquiring about the availability 
of back numbers. She was keen 
to be allowed onto the premises 
but, in accordance with our 
normal security procedures, was 
made to wait at the front 
entrance. A few days later, the 
director of the Berkshire firm and 
his Commando colleague were 


positively identified walking 
around outside Searchlight's 
office premises, studying them 
closely. Then they carried out 
Companies . House checks on 
Searchlight Publishing Ltd and 
tried unsuccessfully to find Gerry 
Gable’s home address by a trace 
on his car registration. Not long 
afterwards, they obtained his ex- 
directory home _ telephone 
number and, pretending to be a 
firm of builders, called him, 
asking to be allowed to visit and 
quote for any building and 
decorating work he might want 
done. 

By this time, however, 
Searchlight was well aware of 
what was going on and Gable 
declined to give them his home 
address. 


PROTECTION 


instead he reported the matter to 
the police and it was investigated 
by Special Branch officers. They 
concluded that the evidence was 
firm enough to offer him special 
police protection at his home. 

From there the matter was 
referred upwards. When the 
police enquiries were concluded 
a report was given to Mrs 
Thatcher at a meeting in 
Downing Street, and to Lord 
Bridge, then chairman of the 
Security Commission. What 
happened from that point on is 
unknown, but what is certain is 
that the conspiracy against Gerry 
Gable was brought to an abrupt 
halt. 

What is surprising is that 
charges were never brought 
against any of those involved. 
The police view appeared to be 
that even if it was not a full- 
blooded conspiracy to murder, it 
was at very least an attempt to 
intimidate Gerry Gable. 

The evidence, much of which 
Searchlight is still unable to 
publish, points, however, to the 
more alarming conclusion that a 
plot was genuinely in progress to 
silence Gerry Gable once and for 
all, and put aé_=e stop. to 
Searchlight's embarrassing 
disclosures about the Tory far 
right. 





NF INVOLVED IN GUN-RUNNING AND UDA RECRUITMENT 





COMRADES IN ARMS 


Who has been running guns and 
explosives in both directions 
across the Irish Sea for the last 16 
years? 

Answer: Members. of _ the 
National Front. 


Which NF branches have been 
most involved in this? 

Answer: Croydon, Leeds and 
Glasgow. 


Which British far right group is 
recruiting for the Ulster Defence 
Association in mainland Britain? 
Answer: The National Front. 


Recent revelations by two brave 
journalists working for the 
Yorkshire Post showed just the tip of 
an iceberg of cooperation between 
the National Front and the para- 
military Ulster Defence 
Association. 

Tom Watson and Richard Donkin 
took months to work their way into the 
Leeds Branch of the National Front. 
They found it violent and sinister. 
Amongits key figures they found Frank 
Burden, a man _ well known to 
Searchlight readers over the last decade 
for his bloody assaults on both blacks 
and whites. He has a long criminal 
record for violence of every kind. 
Yorkshire Post readers heard about the 
Front’s day to day violence and its nazi 
aspirations. 

Watson and Donkin found the NF’s 
recruitment on behalf of the UDA 
startling and frightening. But it is only 
part of the overall Ulster connection. 

Some twelve years ago several 
Yorkshiremen were sentenced to long 
terms of imprisonment for their part in a 
conspiracy to supply arms to the UDA. 
The two key figures in the conspiracy 
were John Gadd, a member of the UDA 


and the NF, and Roy Forbes, a former 


Conservative councillor in Leeds. The 
investigators had followed a. trail 
leading to Canada, Southampton, Leeds 
and via Liverpool to the para-militaries 
in Northern Ireland. 

The trial ended with Gadd being 


NF march for Ulster, September 1974. 
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sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment, 
Forbes to seven years and John William 
Griffiths, described as a UDA captain 
from Leeds, to five years. During the 
trial it was revealed that Gadd had been 
a Young Conservative before joining 
the NF. 

During their long absence the young 
Frank Burden kept the flame burning 
for them. 

At the same time Leslie ‘Lutz’ 
Vaughan of Column 88 and his young 
helper, Steven Brady, then a member of 
the Ulster Volunteer Force and now a 
member of the UDA, were also trying to 
amass weapons to send to Ulster. But it 
was clear that arms were finding their 
way into Britain as well, for future use. 

Later Brady was to offer UDA 
Commander Andy Tyrie contacts with 
various nazi groups in Europe who 
might help both politically and 
militarily. Some of these groups were in 
fact terrorist organisations and, as 
Brady admitted in a letter to Tyrie, “had 
a track record of blowing people up” 
(see Searchlight No.86). 

Last year Searchlight reported that 
some NF members were being trained in 
Northern Ireland in the use of semi- 
automatic weapons and grenades. We 
revealed the growing association 
between hard line Protestant extremists 
and the NF’s headquarters, then in 
Croydon, London, where security staff 
were often Ulstermen and women. 

Three NF members who spent a lot of 
time with the UDA were John Field, now 
running the NF tee-shirt business in East 
Anglia, Joe Pearce, who is now serving a 
term of imprisonment, and the perennial 
friend of terrorists on the run, Steve 
Brady. 

Since Christmas the exchange of 
personnel across the Irish sea has grown 
considerably. At least 20 NF members 
took part in the Derry to Belfast protest 
march, and others went over in early 
March for the Ulster day of action. 

Patrick Harrington has also been in 
Northern Ireland in the last few weeks. 

The latest editions of National Front 
News carry an advertisement for NF 
wallets made by loyalist prisoners in 





Ulster is fighting for 
its existence. Come forward 


now and be trained to do your 
share. Every fit man owes 
this duty to himself and to 

his country. 


ORGANISE NOW! 





UDA recruitment leaflet, as circulated by 
NF. 


Long Kesh prison. Several pro-UDA 
publications appear to be produced on 
this side of the water and National Front 
national and regional offices are awash 
with UDA and_ other _ loyalist 
propaganda material. The NF’s ability 
to get material out of Long Kesh to sell 
has echoes of John Gadd’s career. At 
the time of his arrest in 1974 he was 
working for the prison service, despite 
his UDA, NF and Monday Club 
membership. 

Political observers of the Ulster scene 
say they now have sufficient grounds to 
fear that if the confrontation between 
Whitehall and the Ulster Protestants 
continues, it may be only a matter of 
time before a second violent front is 
opened up on the mainland, with the NF 
playing a key para-military role. 

As we go to press two members of the 
UVF in Glasgow have been sentenced 
to 8 years’ imprisonment for possession 
of weapons and explosives. 

Among seven others who were 
acquitted was David Seawright who, the 
court was told, set up a UVF cell while 
studying in Scotland. His brother, 
Councillor George Seawright, is a 
leading light in the Ulster protestant 
extremist camp and recently sent a 
message of support to a National Front 
rally in London. 

Another of those acquitted was 22- 
year-old Stephen Martin of Stamford 
Hill in North London. He is a member 
of the National Front and a former 
member of the National Action Party. 
The court heard how material linking 
some of the defendants to the National 
Front was found at their homes. 

The prosecution explained that 
weapons and explosives were being 
smuggled out of army training areas by 
serving soldiers or members of the 
Territorial Army. Each UVF cell had 
set up a fund to buy and stockpile 
weapons on mainland Britain. 

The nine men had been charged with 
80 offences under the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act. 





BRITISH MOVEMENT MEMBERS 
IN £2 MILLION DRUGS RING 


MORE light was shed on the 
growing links between organised 
crime and the far right when two 
leading British Movement activists 
were sent to prison last month for 


their part in an_ international 
conspiracy to import drugs from 
Europe. 


Steven Morgan, 31, ashipping clerk from 
Newham in East London, received a four 
year sentence. He is the older brother of 
British Movement thug ‘Mad’ Matt 
Morgan. His companion in the conspiracy, 
Stephen Chandler, a train driver from 
Newham, got 15 months. 

The two men were caught last year with 
drugs worth more than £2 million. The 
court heard that this was part of a deal 
valued at £3 million. The truck they were 
driving had come off the ferry from 
Holland. 

Customs officers who raided Morgan’s 
home at James Sinclair Point, West Ham, 


New demands for ‘survival’ clampdown 


The London Standard has followed 
Searchlight's lead and warned that 
dangerous material, such as bomb 
making manuals, is openly on sale 
at London militaria and book shops. 


An article on 3 March described some of 
the shops as pro-nazi, but did not name 
them to prevent potential new customers 
from finding them too easily. 

Oddly enough, two leading right wing 
Tory MPs interviewed by the Standard, 
wholeheartedly attacked the sale of this 
material, as did right wing dominated 
Westminster City Council. 


NF ENTER THE PROTECTION 
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Three men claiming to be from the 
National Front have been trying to 
intimidate owners of a Chertsey Indian 
restaurant. In one incident the man told 
restaurant owner Jahanur Rahman that 
they were collecting for the NF in 
London, and demanded £320. If they did 
not get it, they said, his business would 
be wrecked. Rahman threw them out. 
(Chertsey & Addlestone Herald 6.2.86). 


found firm evidence to link him with British 
Movement and other far right groups. 
Around the time of the raid his violent 
brother left in a hurry and went to ground in 
South London. 

Police and Customs authorities in 
Holland and West Germany have believed 
for some time that far right groups in their 
countries finance their political activities 
through dealing in cannabis, LSD and 
various pills. And the small international 
community of European fascists living in 
London’s Kings Cross area clearly has 
more than a passing interest in such 
matters. 

As for Steve Morgan, Searchlight has 
spoken to people who grew up and 
attended school with him and knew him in 
the days before he came under his younger 
brother’s evil influence. By all accounts he 
was a decent human being. Now he 
languishes in jail as a result of his 
association with British Movement. 


NF CENOTAPH MARCHES 


Following Searchlight’s long campaign 
to ban nazi parades to the Cenotaph, the 
Home Secretary has called on the 
Commissioner of Metropolitan Police, 
Sir Kenneth Newman, to request the NF 
not to march on Armistice Day in future. 


Hello Douglas‘ National ¥ 
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National Front can hold 
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But a spokesperson for Scotland Yard 
said police knew about these shops but they 
did not appear to be breaking any law. 

One shop owner refused to let the 
Standard interview him, claiming that 
whatever he says is distorted. We, too, 
would like the opportunity to put a few 
questions to this particular trader, Timothy 
Danvers of Soldier of Fortune. 

Could police unwillingness to stop 
Danvers trading in murderous books and 
equipment have anything to do with the 
notice he used to display in his shop 
offering a discount to serving police 
officers? 


_ For Sheer Professionalism it’s got to be ° 


RUCKSACK ‘WN’ 
RIFLE of Wrexham 


Everything you could ask for 
CATALOGUE. I 


Aids and Instruction for outdoors/military people. Survival Kits, Rucksacks, Fire, 
Signalling and Protection Aids, Crossbows, Sleeping Systems, N.B.C. Respira- 
tors and Suits, Compasses and Ration Packs, Slingshots and Knives. 16 Fully 
Illustrated pages packed with gear for every outdoor occasion. 


CATALOGUE. 2 

Our selection of Outdoor Knives is one of the best in Europe. Included are the 
most respected survival / military knives in the world. For instance, the ‘BODY- 
GUARD favoured by U.S. SPECIAL FORCES for S.E£. Asian duties; the-RANGER’ 
designed for America's ‘Long Range Reconaissance Patrols’. Kershaw ‘AKAI’ 
knives, Whitby, Solingen etc. 


CATALOGUE. 3 

As is the case with all of our catalogues, fully illustrated glossy lists with a choice 
of over 50 superior binoculars for every interest; astronomy to survivalism, yach- 
ting to birdwatching. Marine; Mountain, Hunter etc. PLUS info on how to pick the 
best binoculars for your particular purpose. 


BONUS 
12-page introductory copy of ‘THE SURVIVALIST, packed with News; Views and 
Information for Gun-Lovin' outdoors people. 


All that we ask in return 
A plain sheet of Paper with your name and address — AND £1 towards costs. 
SEND TO: RUCKSACK ‘N’ RIFLE, 12 ABBOT STREET, WREXHAM 
NORTH WALES LL11 1TA 














Demands are growing for curbs against operations like this, run by ex-British Movement 
leader, Michael McLaughlin. 


Guardian 28.2.86 

“... [have asked the Commissioner to try 
to persuade the National Front to hold 
their parade on another day when it 
would be less offensive” — Douglas Hurd. 


YORKSHIRE PUB ATTACKS 


Yorkshire police are investigating two 
attacks on Yates Wine Lodge in Leeds as 
possible National Front outrages. More 
than £1,500 worth of damage was done to 
the pub a week after a mob had attacked 
the building and its customers causing 
thousands of pounds worth of damage. 


CORRECTION: A photograph on page 6 
of the March 1986 issue of Searchlight 
was incorrectly identified as Martin 
Wingfield. In fact, it was Adrian 
Wiltshire. 





A RIVEDERCI 
LONDRA ... 


A NEW extradition treaty between 
Britain and Italy may signal the end 
of the safe haven which right wing 
Italian terrorists have found in this 
country in recent years. 

The treaty was signed by Margaret 
Thatcher and Italian Premier Bettino 
Craxi in Florence in mid-March, after 
considerable pressure from the Italian 
authorities for the return of NAR 
(Armed Revolutionary Nuclei) 
terrorists who have been living in the 
UK since 1981. 

Amongst them are five — Roberto 
Fiore, Massimo and Marinella 
Morsello, Marcello de Angelis and 
Stefano Tiraboschi — who last year 
received stiff gaol sentences in absentia 
for terrorist offences. Previous 
extradition requests had been rejected 
on technical legal grounds by British 
courts. Demands from MPs for their 
deportation were blocked by successive 
Tory Home Secretaries who pleaded 
that they were restricted in what they 
could do by EEC freedom of movement 
laws. 

The new treaty will make it easier for 
terrorists such as these to be returned 
for trial in their own countries, but will 
not take effect until the treaty has been 
ratified by Parliament and amendments 
made to the Criminal Justice Act. 

Meanwhile, the five terrorists whose 
presence prompted the new 
arrangements have been dropping out 
of sight. Tiraboschi is now known to 
have quit his job as a pizza restaurant 
manager soon after his exposure in the 
Mail on Sunday last year. Francesco de 
Angelis has only recently departed from 
his Notting Hill flat leaving unpaid bills. 
And Roberto Fiore has not been seen 
around his Warwick Square, Pimlico 
haunt for several weeks. Only the 
Morsellos are still to be found, but even 
they are becoming increasingly publicity 
shy. A journalist who tried to speak with 
them recently was told “Piss off. We’re 
not talking to you”. 





Roberto Fiore. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ CRIME WATCH ON RACISTS 


Attacks on an Asian family led a neighbour to set 
up a neighbourhood watch scheme to deter the 
attackers. Mrs Muriel Ferris, of Morden, Surrey, 
described how a gang of up to 10 youths had 
harassed the family. 

“They used to urinate in my neighbour’s garden 
and they even spat through their letterbox”, she 
said. 

On one occasion a broken bottle was pushed 
through the letterbox. (South London News 
24.1.86.) 


@ FRONT TO FIGHT FOR TORBAY 


The National Front has decided to stand in the 
parliamentary constituency of Torbay, Devon, in 
the next general election. Torbay branch organiser 
Mark Cotterill claimed that Torbay was the 
strongest “unit” in Devon. The party has been 
selling NF News in the streets and leafleting 
schools. Cotterill admitted that the Front had no 
chance of getting elected but said elections were a 
way of getting publicity and new members. In the 
1979 election the NF candidate polled 647 votes. 
They did not stand in 1983. 

The NF is aiming for 50 seats nationally so as to 
qualify for TV and radio broadcasts. (Western 
Morning News, Plymouth 6.2.86, Herald Express, 
Torquay 5.2.86.) 


@ ABUSE VICTIM FINED 


A black man was the victim of racist abuse from 
National Front members. He has been fined for 
retaliating. 

Terriel Burte, (19), was at Stockport station on 
16 November when the NF were gathering for a 
demonstration. Front members shouted verbal 
abuse at Burte and then threw a piece of metal 
which struck him on the head. When Burte 
retaliated by throwing an object at the NF, he was 
arrested. 

Burte was fined £50 and ordered to pay £100 
costs. He pleaded guilty to conduct likely to cause 
a breach of the peace. (Stockport Express 6.2.86.) 


@ PETROL BOMB ATTACK 


Four young men in Swindon armed themselves 
with petrol bombs to attack a group of black 
youths. 

Swindon Crown Court heard how Robert Singh 
(19), Thomas Fox (17), Car! Hillier (19), and Alan 
Brown (16), had planned their attack in the 
Bulldog pub. The attack, last October, was 
planned after disturbances between black and 
white youths two weeks earlier. One of the bombs 
was thrown by Singh over the roof of Swindon 
library. It exploded near Bubbles nightclub, close 
to a group of young women. 

Singh was sentenced to four years youth 
custody, Fox and Hillier to 40 months each, and 
Brown to 12 months, the maximum sentence for a 
juvenile. All four had admitted possessing petrol 
bombs with intent to damage property. Brown and 
Fox also admitted a number of theft and burglary 
charges. (Evening Advertiser 22.2.86.) 


@ LONDON TRANSPORT MEN ATTACKED 


Two London Transport engineers were viciously 
assaulted in a racist attack as they waited at 
Bethnal Green station for a train to work. Their 
attackers, John Gold (19) and Paul Badger (18), 
had been out drinking to celebrate Gold’s 
birthday. Billamuni Adams (42) and George 
Whates (54) were attacked without provocation. 

Mr Whates was punched repeatedly and hit on 
the head with a bottle. He took three days to 
recover from his injuries, suffering headaches, 
bruising and shock. Mr Adams was beaten about 


the head and suffered a detached retina for which 
he needed surgery. A witness heard Badger shout a 
stream of racist abuse as he attacked Mr Adams. 

Gold and Badger both admitted causing 
grievous bodily harm to Mr Adams. Gold also 
admitted causing Mr Whates actual bodily harm. 
Both were sentenced to nine months youth 
custody. Gold got a further three months for 
attacking a police officer a month after the Bethnal 
Green incident. (Greater London & Essex 
Newspapers 21.2.86.) 


@ HELP THE VICTIMS 


Newham’s MP has called for help to be given to the 
victims of racial attacks. Tony Banks, MP for 
Newham North West, said that what was needed 
was: 

“A more serious attitude toward helping black 
families suffering from racial harassment and a 
more sensitive community policing programme”. 

Newham has the second largest number of 
recorded race attacks in the Metropolitan area. 
Only Tower Hamlets has more. The number of 
racially motivated attacks in Newham has more 
than doubled since 1983, from 132 to 271. 
(Newham RFC 27.2.86.) 


@ NORWICH ANGER AT BNP 


A recruiting drive by the British National Party in 
Norwich has flopped. Two thousand leaflets were 
distributed, but only “one or two” enquiries 
followed. At the same time, a BNP publicity 
gimmick has upset local motorists. Fascist leaflets 
have been left under the windscreen wipers of 
vehicles left in city centre car parks. Admitting a 
hostile response, BNP spokesperson Richard 
Heaton said: 

“The leaflets are releasing the psychological 
repression people have on the subject. 

“It is coming to the surface’’. (Eastern Evening 
News, Norwich 15.2.86.) 


@ DIRTY TRICKS DEPARTMENT 


Hoax letters, intended to stir up racial hatred, 
have appeared on housing estates in Peckham, 
South London. Peckham MP, Harriet Harman, 
has asked Sir Kenneth Newman, Commissioner of 
the Metropolitan Police, to investigate. 

The letters claim to be from the “International 
Council for Friendship”, which doesn’t exist, and 
claim that a family of Ugandan Asians are coming 
to stay. Similar hoax letters have previously 
appeared in other parts of the country. (South 
London Press 31.1.86.) 


@ CAUGHT IN THE ACT 


Two men were arrested after they had painted the 
first three letters of a “Free Joe Pearce” slogan in 
Barking. David Thomas (19) and Roger Denny 
(26) were each fined £50. Pearce, former editor of 
the National Front magazine Bulldog, is serving a 
one year jail sentence for inciting racial hatred. 

Barking and West Suffolk branches of the NF 
staged small demonstrations on 12 February in 
support of Pearce, but in Kingston, Surrey, a 
Front meeting was banned. The NF had planned 
to hold a Pearce support meeting in a council hall, 
but Kingston’s director of education, Mr Bob 
McCloy, banned the meeting on the grounds that 
“it would have caused social unrest”. 

The local paper, the Surrey Comet, has 
congratulated the council on its strong stand, and 
suggested that strong action from other London 
boroughs might help to halt the NF’s racist 
campaign of hate. (Greater London & Essex 
Newspapers 12.2.86. Bury Free Press 14.2.86, 
Surrey Comet 14.2.86, 18.2.86.) 





Frank P. Mintz, Liberty Lobby and the 
American Right. Race, Conspiracy and 


Culture (Greenwood Press, 1985, 


£28.95) 
The Populist Party: The Politics of 


Right-wing Extremism (ADL Facts, 


Vol.30, No.2, Fall 1985) 


The American right has _ been 
dominated in recent years by the New 
Right of Richard Viguerie, Paul 
Weyrich and others and the closely 
connected New Christian Right 
associated with such figures as Jerry 
Falwell. On the outskirts of their 
movement is to be found the far older 
radical rightist John Birch Society and 
then, some considerable distance to 
the right, lie the real fringe 
organisations — the various nazi and 
Klan groups, Posse Comitatus, the 
National States Rights Party and 
others. 

_ These different sections of the right have 
each received some attention from 
academics and journalists but one 
organisation has received far too little 
attention to date. That organisation is the 
Liberty Lobby, a group set up in 1957 
which sees itself as, and to some degree has 
succeeded in becoming, a bridge between 
the fringe extremists and the more 
respectable radical right. Through 
attempts to work with less extreme groups 
and through its weekly tabloid, The 
Spotlight, which claims a circulation of 


over 150,000, the organisation has been 
able to reach sections of the American 
right that more overt extremists have been 
cut off from. In recent years the Lobby has 
sponsored the launching of the ‘revisionist’ 
Institute for Historical Review which 
claims that the Holocaust never happened. 
More recently still, it has launched an 
independent political party, the Populist 
Party, which, while gaining an 
unimpressive 66,000 votes in the 1984 
presidential elections, is hopeful of picking 
up support from hard-pressed farmers in 
the economically troubled Mid West. But 
while the Institute and, to a lesser degree, 
the Populist Party, look like typical 
extreme rightist fronts, The Spotlight, with 
its peculiar mixture of attacks on 
America’s establishment, warnings of 
impending economic disaster and adverts 
about flying saucers, cancer cures and tax- 
evasion has enabled the Lobby to gain a 
constituency greater than that of its rivals 
on the extreme right. 

While the Lobby has been the subject of 
reports by the Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL), it is only with the appearance of 
Mintz’s recent scholarly study that we have 
an overall picture of the organisation’s 
origins, development and beliefs. 
Demonstrating its ideological continuity 
with pre-war far rightists, Mintz presents 
the Lobby as the descendant of a long 
tradition of nativism and fears of alien 
conspiracy. It has been dominated since its 
inception by veteran racist Willis Carto and 
his commitment to the convoluted theories 
of Francis Parker Yockey, an American 
writer who died in prison in 1960. Though 
unknown to many rightists, Yockey is 
revered by Carto and others for his book 
Imperium, which attacked Jews as ‘culture 
distorters’ and celebrated the nazi 
conquest of power (“the European 
Revolution of 1933”, as he called it) and 
the inevitable dawning of an “Age of 
Authority”. 

In the early ’60s the Lobby supported 
the Goldwater presidential campaign but 
after its defeat changed direction and 
moved into the George Wallace camp, first 


setting up and then losing control of a 
Wallaceite youth movement that declared 
its intention to “liquidate the enemies of 
the American people”. More surprisingly, 
in the ’70s the Lobby was connected with 
the far larger John Birch Society, despite 
the Birchers’ opposition to anti-semitism. 
But this alliance fell through, partly over 
the Society’s sympathy for Israel, and the 
Lobby has in more recent years gone its 
own way. 

Mintz provides a valuable and well- 
researched study which explores the 
changing balance of forces on _ the 
American right over the last 30 years. He 
indicates both the moments of advance for 
the extreme right (around, for instance, 
white backlash or the Middle East energy 
crisis) as well as its moments of disarray 
and retreat. This important sense of 
periodisation of the Lobby’s fortunes, 
however, is partially undermined by what 
appears to be a long gap between the 
writing of the study and its appearance. 
Although published in 1985, hardly any of 
the material in the book is dated after 
1981, and readers concerned with a more 
up to date picture of the organisation will 
need to draw on the ADL reports 
mentioned earlier. 

Of these, the most recent, also published 
in 1985, takes up the question of the state 
of the Populist Party, established in 1984 
and involving activists and former activists 
in a number of organisations including the 
National States Rights Party, the Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan and Posse Comitatus. 
The report documents the divisions in the 
party which have led to the resignation of 
its presidential candidate and allegations 
from members’ of financial mis- 
appropriations. The Spotlight in January 
1985 preposterously described the party as 
“America’s third major political party”. 
Such pretensions aside, what it does 
represent is, as the ADL report says, the 
latest element of a long-term project to 


“breach the boundaries separating 
mainstream American politics from 
extremism”. 

Richard Marlen 





NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ ANNE FRANK EXHIBITION 


A major exhibition on the life of Anne Frank has 
been opened in London. Anne Frank was a Jewish 
teenager whose diaries contain day to day records 
of her life in hiding from the nazis. She died in 
Belsen concentration camp in 1945. 

At the opening of the exhibition were Anne’s 
step mother, Elfriede Frank Markovitz, and her 
daughter, Eva Schloss. Both managed to escape 
after being in Auschwitz concentration camp. 

Ken Livingstone of the GLC said that although 
the National Front concentrate the bulk of their 
action against blacks, “the overwhelming direction 
of their hatred and loathing is against Jews’’. 

The exhibition shows the rise of fascism in 
Germany and the successive anti-Jewish measures 
taken from 1933. (Morning Star 13.2.86, 
Marylebone Mercury 13.2.86.) 


@ VILLAGES NF TARGET 


A rural area of Lancashire has been targeted by 
the National Front for a recruiting drive. In the 
area in and around Garstang, leaflets have been 
distributed and racist graffiti daubed on 
buildings. Young children have been approached 
by the NF recruiting sergeants. 

Nick Piela, rural youth worker in charge of the 
drop-in centre at Garstang, said: 

“A place like Garstang is a good breeding 
ground for the National Front because the kids are 
not getting to meet and mix with black people at 
all’. 

Nick Griffin, deputy chairperson of the 
National Front, admitted that the Front 
encouraged their people to operate in discos and 
youth clubs. (Lancs Evening Post 16.1.86.) 


@ RACIST VANDALS 


Shops in Stanmore have been attacked by racist 
vandals. In the past few weeks several windows 
have been smashed by attackers using golf clubs, 
airguns, catapults, and a firearm. Shops have 
been daubed with swastikas, NF signs, and anti- 
semitic slogans. (Stanmore & Harrow Observer 
13.2.86.) 


@ FRONT BANNED FROM LEEDS PUB 


The National Front has been banned from holding 
meetings in the aptly named “Whip”, a pub in 
Leeds city centre. The pub had been named as the 
centre of NF activities in West Yorkshire. 

A spokesman for Joshua Tetley brewery said the 
company was “absolutely appalled” to hear of the 
allegations. Pub tenant Michael Bradley said one 
NF meeting had been booked in the name of a 
private individual, but that all future meetings 
would be banned. (Morning Advertiser 19.2.86.) 


@ NF MEET IN CONSERVATIVE OFFICES 


Members of the National Front held their annual 
meeting in Croydon Conservative Party 
headquarters on 6 February. The meeting had 
been booked under the name of ““Bosun’s Football 
Club”, and was attended by between 60 and 70 
supporters. Gavin Hall, press officer for the 
group, said the meeting had been held in the Tory 
HQ to protest against government policy in 
Northern Ireland and the jailing of Joe Pearce. 

Des Dartmouth, agent for Croydon Central 
Tories, said: 

“They just conned us and that’s all there is to it”. 
(Hunts Post, Huntingdon 13.2.86.) 
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NF TERRORISM LEADS 
KENT ACTIVIST TO QUIT 


KENT NF leader Paul Johnson 
has resigned from the Front after 
bomb devices by the ‘National 
Front December 12th Group’ 
were sent to local newspapers. 


Two men have been questioned by 
police about the devices, which were 
delivered after ‘December 12th’ sent 
warnings that they would begin 
attacking “political targets”. At the same 
time, photographs of masked members 
of the group with shotguns were 
distributed to local papers. 

Johnson has denied any link with 
December 12th, and resigned saying 
that he was “no longer prepared to 
represent the Front in Kent”. He had 
also been a member of the NF’s ruling 
National Directorate. 


A Kent ‘freesheet’ newspaper, 
Adscene, has prominently published a 
denial by former ‘race rebel’ Robert 
Relf that he is the leader of December 
12th. 

Adscene reporter and former NF 
member Nigel Munson writes that Relf 
denied the allegation “after an 
anonymous telephone caller claimed 
that the anti-fascist magazine 
Searchlight was piecing together details 
of his alleged involvement with 
December 12th”. 

In fact, Searchlight was doing no such 
thing. The anonymous tip-off is a 
complete fiction. 

Relf, who was gaoled in 1976 for 
advertising his house “For Sale to a 
White Family Only”, now lives in 
Birchington, Kent. 


‘JEWS OUT’ TORY STUDENTS 
BANNED FROM CAMPUS 


TWO students who defaced campus 
buildings at Nottingham University 
with nazi slogans and graffiti have 
been suspended and banned from 
the campus. 

Neil Mason, vice-chairman of the 
University Conservative Association, and 
fellow member Miles Hempsall were both 
caught red handed as they painted 
swastikas, NF slogans and phrases like 
‘Jews Out’ and ‘Death to Jews’ in German 
on halls of residence. 

After a university disciplinary hearing, 
Mason has been barred from the campus 
for eighteen months, and Hempsall for six 
months. The committee accepted, in 
mitigation, that Hempsall had owned up 
quickly and had been “inexperienced”. The 
same did not apply to Mason, who was also 
forced to resign his Conservative 
Association office after he was caught. 
There are moves to have him expelled from 
the party. 

Conservative chairman Richard Carted 
said: “We don’t tolerate this sort of 
behaviour or this kind of attitude in the 
Conservative Association. We are taking 
strong action to rid ourselves of such 
problems”. 

At the same time, a prominent far right 
Federation of Conservative Students 
officer, Douglas Smith, has had his election 
to the FCS national committee declared 
invalid after it was discovered he was not a 
student at the college he claimed to attend. 

Smith claimed to be studying at Napier 
College in Edinburgh when he ran for 
election as vice chairman of the right wing 
controlled Tory student organisation. 

But Student Union officers at Napier 
told Conservative Central Office that he 
had never been seen there and was not 


registered as a student. After an enquiry by 
barrister Sir Donald Walters, Smith’s 
election was declared null and void. 

It seems likely, however, that FCS’s 
ultra-right leadership, of which Smith has 
been a prominent member, will circumvent 
the problem by simply co-opting him onto 
the national committee. 


‘No platform’ 
defeat in 
Oxford ballot 


A POLL of Oxford students has 
overturned a ban on racist speakers being 
invited to address audiences at the 
University. 

The ban, agreed by the Students’ Union 
Council last Christmas term, was invoked 
this term to prevent pro-South African 
Tory MP John Carlisle from speaking to a 
meeting of the University Monday Club. 

But in a referendum the ban was 
overturned by a majority of 3,152 to 2,246. 
The Monday Club immediately announced 
that they would re-issue their invitation to 
John Carlisle. 

Oxford has traditionally been an 
unhappy hunting ground for the far right. 
Attempts by the National Front to build a 
branch there have constantly been 
thwarted by the actions of student groups 
and trade unionists. When the British 
Movement tried to organise a march 
through the town in 1982, their ‘leader 
guard’ was humiliatingly forced to flee 
from hundreds of angry students and local 
youngsters. 
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lan Anderson and “minder”, Chatham 
Town Hall, February 1986. Anderson took 
over running the show after Paul Johnson 
quit. 





FASCIST UPSURGE 
IN SCOTLAND 





A number of racist attacks have been 
reported in Scotland. The National Front 
and British National Party have been 
involved in some of the attacks. In certain 
areas a climate of fear has been created. 

In the Govan area of Glasgow NF thugs 
threw bricks at an Asian shopkeeper and his 
family. On Possilpark housing estate an 
Asian shop was petrol bombed last year. 
Fascists have pushed lighted rags and 
excrement through the letterboxes of black 
people’s homes. Schools have been leafleted 
in a racist campaign to bus white children 
out of the area, while Asian schoolgirls are 
harassed and jostled. 

In the Hyndland district, NF members 
beat up an Asian shopkeeper and set the 
shop alight. A white customer who tried to 
intervene was also attacked. 

At Central Station an anti-racist 
journalist was assaulted by four BNP 
members. Outside Ibrox underground 
station a member of the Revolutionary 
Communist Party was attacked by eight 
BNP paper sellers. 

In Irvine, Ayrshire, Chinese families have 
been the targets of racial harassment. Dog 
excrement has been pushed through 
letterboxes, fascist graffiti sprayed on doors, 
and children harassed. The British National 
Party has been recruiting in the town centre, 
while the National Front has approached 
schoolchildren. 

Anti-fascists have engaged in a street 
leafleting campaign in Glasgow, organised 
by the Campaign Against Racism, and a 
video has been produced for use in schools 
and colleges. The Student Campaign 
Against Racism and Fascism (SCARF) has 
been active. Efforts by local campaigners 
have included careful monitoring of fascist 
activity. 







































































NAZIS DESCEND ON CONSETT 


The North-East’s nazis, already 
nationally notorious for their 
activities at Newcastle United’s 
football ground, have found a new 
focal point for their dubious 
attentions: the town of Consett, only 
a few miles away in County Durham. 

And, with them, they have brought 


ROCK FOR BRITAIN 


If you like Skrewdriver you will like 
Skullhead.They are a local band whose 
uncomprimising patriotism has won them 
a large following.They are a Skinhead 
band but their following is made up of 
all types,yes even herberts like me. 
The next Skullhead gig is planned for 
the IOth of November(hopefully this 
can be changed to avoid clashing with 
Remembrance Day) and tickets and FULL 
details are available from:- Kev Turner 
at 26 Constance Street, Consett,Co. 
Durham.Tickets are priced at 50p if you 
make your own way to the gig or £2.50 
which includes transport to and from 
the gig. 


SKULLHEAD ON TAPE 


Skullhead have recently compiled a 
cassette tape of 5 of their best tracks 
and that contains the following tracks, 
MURIERED BY SCUY (a tribute to Peter 
Matthewson,more about Peter in a 
future issue), ARGENTINE OPPRESSION, 

WE DON'T TRUST and HANG THE IRA (the 
best anti-IRA song yet.) 

The cassette casts only £1.50 plus 
24p p&p.The tape is only available 
from Kev Turner, 26 Constance Street, 
Consett, Co.Durhap. 


Extract from NF’s Newcastle Patriot. 


their usual trademarks of racist graffiti 
and broken windows. From evidence 
provided to Searchlight, it is clear that 
the nazi National Front is giving its work 
in Consett top priority. The town centre 
Middle Street shopping area has been 
leafletted by nazis imported from 
Newcastle and clad in combat jackets 
and Newcastle United scarves. 

However, they have not confined their 
propaganda effort to the town centre. 
The ex-pit village of Medomsley has been 
leafletted door-to-door and local schools 
have also come in for some attention. NF 
material has been found in Blackfyne 
Comprehensive school, teachers at 
Consett Technical College have voiced 
concern about increasingly far-right 
views amongst students and at St. Bede’s 
school in neighbouring Lanchester pupils 
complained about nazi literature being 
circulated. 

So, the fascists are there, but why pick 
on Consett? A visit by a Searchlight 
journalist to this desolate, windswept 
town, which stands high in the wild west 
of Durham, provided some of the 
answers. For Consett, it seems, is a town 
with no future and enormous rates of 
unemployment. 

Six years ago, the town had a massive 
steelworks employing 3,600 people. Six 
years ago, too, that big steel complex was 
shut down. Now, there is little visible sign 
that it ever existed. Searchlight’s 
reporter found it flattened and covered 


by a near-arctic blanket of deep snow. 
But its demise was an economic disaster 
for the area, with a ‘knock-on’ effect that 
resulted in total loss of about 10,000 jobs. 

Today, the whole town has to live with 
the consequences of the British Steel 
Corporation’s pull-out. As an anti-fascist 
there told us: “This used to be a BSC 
town, now it is an MSC town’. The 
figures speak for themselves: 


@ overall unemployment — 27 per cent. 
@ male unemployment — 30 per cent. 


@ youth out of work or on Government 
schemes — 82 per cent. 


It is into this abyss of despair and 
human misery that the fascists are trying 
to insert themselves. Though they have 
met, 20-strong at a local member’s home, 
their main business is to create an 
atmosphere, seizing on latent racism, in 
which racist violence can flourish. Hence 
the daubings and the two vicious attacks 
on an Asian shopkeeper in the Blackhill 
area of the town last year. Though there 
are fewer than a hundred Asian or black 
people in Consett’s 31,000 population 
they have — according to local anti- 
fascists — been made the target of almost 
daily abuse by youngsters influenced by 
the nazis. 

While the small number of black 
people have been made a convenient 
scapegoat for the town’s desperate 
economic plight, the NF has given a very 





‘We’ ve had enough of this 
filth on our streets and 
poisoning the minds of 
young kids’ 


high profile to the issue’ of 
unemployment. ‘Unemployed: the Front 
can help you!’ scream the leaflets they 
have dished out on busy Saturdays. In 
addition to urging the unemployed to 
start their own businesses with MSC 
grants (a bit like the printshop that 
produced the leaflets?), the NF bawls 
‘DON’T LET THE SYSTEM GET YOU 
DOWN ... Smash the system that’s 
treating you like dirt. Join us and fight 
back with the National Front’. Crude 
and simple answers to highly complex 
problems. 

It is fortunate that in Consett local 
people are waking up to the nazi threat in 
their midst. As one anti-fascist, Jim 
Seddon, told Searchlight: “We’ve had 
enough of this filth on our streets and 
poisoning the minds of young kids”. 
There is a real determination to counter 
the threat of the Front. 

In late January, the fight-back was 
launched with a meeting of over 30 
community representatives covering a 
broad cross-section of groups. Present 
were members of Consett Trades 
Council, councillors, Labour Party 
members and ex-miners and 
steelworkers. All were agreed that some 
initiative had to be taken. 

On the eve of the meeting a Consett 
nazi, 25 year old Kevin Turner was 
charged with two counts of unlawful and 
malicious wounding and with possession 
of an offensive weapon. It is alleged that 
he smashed a bottle over a man’s head 
before pushing the broken remains into 
his face. Turner is now out on bail. 

He has been a leading light amongst 
nazi activists and, apart from running a 
tattooist’s shop, has figured prominently 
in running gigs for racist skinheads and 
hawking cassette tapes by fascist bands. 
It seems that he enjoys a retail monopoly 
on the work of one of these bands, the 
aptly-named Skullhead, whose 
recordings, the NF’s Newcastle Patriot 
informs us, are “only available” through 
him. 

Turner is charged along with Michael 
Byrne who is accused of hitting his victim 
on the back of the head with a dog chain. 
Though charged with grievous bodily 
harm, he, too, is out on bail. 

The decision by Consett’s anti-fascists 
to act is timely. Already, they have 
produced a short, sharp anti-NF leaflet 
for distribution to every home in the 
town, aimed at highlighting the way in 
which the nazi parasites feed off acute 
social distress. 

They also plan a rally and gig at which 
local bands will perform along with a top 
name group. This is only a start but if the 
early steps are successful, the nazis will 
have to pack their bags and take their 
grubby ideas elsewhere. 








A Consett doorway. 
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NF DAUBINGS FOUND ON GRAVE OF 
TYNESIDE ANTI-FASCIST’S RELATIVE 


THE grave of a relative of a leading anti- 
fascist campaigner on Tyneside has been 
desecrated with National Front 
daubings. 

The grave, of a relative of Tyneside 
Anti-Fascist Association chairman Alec 
McFadden, was found to have been 
sprayed with “NF” when the family 
arrived at Gateshead East cemetery for a 
funeral. 


Mr McFadden said, “It’s one of the 


most outrageous things I’ve ever come 
across. There is something seriously 
wrong with these people’s brains that 
they would upset people in their most 
private hour when somebody close has 
died.” 

Labour council leader George Gill 
said, “It’s diabolical. This is the sort of 
level that these people stoop to.” 

The National Front has _ denied 
responsibility. 





‘NO ROOM FOR COMPLACENCY IN SHEFFIELD’ 


Anti-racists in Sheffield are 
becoming aware that what is 
happening in Consett today could 
soon be the case in their city. The last 
six months of 1985 saw a doubling of 
racist attacks in the town that was 
once dubbed ‘Steel City’. Like 
Consett, Sheffield has very high rates 
of unemployment. Officially, there 
are 46,000 jobless but the Sheffield 
Advice Centre Group puts the real 
number at close on 60,000. 

There is also tremendous poverty in 
the city. Over half of all Sheffield 
households are in receipt of some form of 
State benefits while it has been estimated 
that a staggering one-third of the city’s 
families live on or below the level of 
Supplementary Benefit. In this mess, 
racism has begun to thrive. No wonder 
Sheffield Campaign Against Racism 
secretary, Steve Howell, told the annual 
general meeting of his organisation in 
February: “There is no room for 
complacency in Sheffield”. 

It is significant that, since the defeat of 
the miners’ strike there has been a clearly 
definable increase in racist and nazi 
activity. The amount of graffiti to be seen 
has multiplied, with both British 
Movement and National Front slogans 
regularly sprayed on walls. 

The nazis of the NF have now re- 
established themselves and have an 
active branch of about 30, with an 
organiser on the Netherthorpe estate 
(yes, we do know your address) and 
social meetings in town centre pubs, 
including the National Union of 
Mineworkers-frequented, ‘Golden Ball’. 

Though the Sheffield Fronters could 
only mobilise three people for their much 
vaunted attempt to smash the Irish 
‘Bloody Sunday’ demo at the end of 
January, their activity still worries Steve 
Howell, who believes they are creating a 
climate for racial violence. 

Talking to Searchlight, Steve cited a 
whole series of fascist-inspired outrages. 
“They went into the AUEW’s premises 
and did £1,000 worth of damage, setting 
fire to the union banner. They tried to set 
fire to the offices of the Sheffield Council 
for Racial Equality and left nazi stickers 
plastered on the windows. And, they 
have sent bogus council letters to people 
all over the city to try to stir up tension”. 

The Sheffield nazis have also carried 
out attacks against the property of 
leading city CND members and have 
threatened to ‘blow up’ Steve Howell. 
But, as Steve emphasises, the most 
serious problem is the increasingly racist 
atmosphere. “The worst example of this 
was the attack on the Titus family’’, he 
told Searchlight. 

In that incident, last December, a gang 
of six youths, dressed ‘Ku Klux Klan 
style’, laid siege to the Fox Hill home of 
Bob and Maisie Titus, who are black. 


Racist activity on increase 
as jobless totals rise and 
spread of poverty widens 


Sheffield CRE offices after NF attack, February 1986. 


These marauding hoodlums smashed 
several windows, shouted racist abuse 
and tried to smash the Titus’s front door 
down. Mr and Mrs Titus were terrified 
and were only rescued by a white 
neighbour, who, to his eternal credit, 
armed himself with a hammer and 
chased the racist cowards away. 

Fortunately, the half dozen thugs, one 
a serving soldier, were arrested and later 
convicted, but only fined, for criminal 
damage and threatening behaviour. The 
magistrates did not seem to believe the 
attack was racist even though the six 
accused admitted using racist taunts. All 
six were allowed to pay off their £300 
fines on weekly instalments despite being 
in work. 

Bob Titus was disgusted at this 
example of ‘British justice’. It was, he 
declared, “as if they had committed a 
minor traffic offence”. As a result of the 
case, supporters of the family have set up 
a support group in conjunction with the 
Sheffield CRE, the Afro-Caribbean 
Association and the local Law Centre. 

Sheffield Campaign Against Racism, a 
broad body which embraces a wide 


variety of organisations across the 
spectrum, from the ethnic minorities, to 
the churches, the Labour Party and the 
Communists, who have played an 
exemplary non-sectarian role, describes 
the Titus affair as “only the tip of a 
growing iceberg”’. It is absolutely correct 
and there can be no question that the 
resurgence of Nazism is connected with 
the mounting tide of vicious and daily 
harassment of black people in the area. 

SCAR is determined to stamp out the 
racist threat and, at its annual meeting, 
attended by over 70 delegates from 48 
organisations pledged to step up its 
efforts. During the coming year, it will 
extend its approaches to young people 
who are among the NF’s key recruitment 
targets as well as combating nazi and 
racist lies that blame black people for 
unemployment and bad housing. 

None of SCAR’s members are under 
any illusions that a lot of hard work has 
to be done. Indeed, they see 1986 as a 
critical year in halting the racists. 
SCAR’s New Year resolution was to 
begin the fight-back. Searchlight is sure 
that that resolution will be honoured. 





Dartford magistrates’ 
court picketed 


DARTFORD Magistrates’ Court has been 
picketed in recent weeks by supporters of the 
Hayre family when a white man, accused of 
the manslaughter of Kalbinder Hayre, 
appeared for remand. 

Kalbinder died near Dartford College, 
where she was a student, when a transit van 
crossed the centre of the road and drove into 
her, crushing her against a wall. She died of 
massive internal injuries. 

A passenger in the van was subsequently 
charged with manslaughter. Kalbinder’s 
family and friends have been protesting 
outside the court about the charge which has 
been brought and the way that police have 
handled the case. They are particularly 
angry that the possibility of a racially 
motivated murder seems to have been 
dismissed so readily. 


Barking incident: 
two sent for trial 


A NATIONAL FRONT member and a 
former British Movement supporter have 
been committed for trial at Snaresbrook 
Crown Court following incidents when the 
Front tried to enforce a ‘Whites Only Zone’ 
in Barking last year. 

John Peter Child is accused of causing 
grievous bodily harm and actual bodily 
harm, and Paul Anthony Smith of robbery, 
attempted robbery and assault. 

It was alleged at Barking Magistrates’ 
Court that witnesses saw Smith kick Rupert 
Horesford and Child jump on his back. One 
police witness said that he saw a stabbing 
motion and something resembling a knife in 
Child’s hand. 

Smith told police that he had joined the 
Barking branch of the NF some months 
previously. Childs denied being a member 
of any group but had a British Movement 
tattoo on his left shoulder. He admitted that 
he was a racist. 

NF members demonstrated in Barking 
shopping centre on 15 February, calling for 
the release of Joe Pearce, gaoled under the 
Race Relations Act. Branch secretary Mark 
Askew told the press “We sincerely hope 
there will be no trouble of any sort”. 


BNP three queue 
up to face courts 


BRITISH National Party leader John 
Tyndall and his editor, John Morse, are 
to be tried at Southwark Crown Court 
on charges under the Race Relations 
Act. 

And Tony East, alias Lecomber or Wells, 
faces further charges since blowing himself 
up while allegedly planting a bomb last 
year. He has been sent for trial at the Old 
Bailey on charges relating to the making and 
possession of a nail bomb, detonators, two 
petrol bombs and several home-made hand 
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Latest addition to the NF’s race martyr’s hall of fame, the unlikely figure of bonehead, rock 
singer and mobile goon squad organiser lan Stuart, gaoled after a race attack at Kings Cross in 
London. Unfortunately, letters of support failed to be delivered to him in gaol until the Front 
announced to members that his real name was lan Stuart Donaldson. Does he have 
something to hide? 


grenades. East was formerly Tyndall’s 
minder and edited the BNP youth paper 
Young Nationalist. 


Police draw blank 
in Kassam case 


DESPITE claims that they have interviewed 
11,000 people and spent well over £1% 
million investigating the murders of Mrs 
Kassam and her three young children last 
July, police say they have hit a brick wall. 

The Coroner’s Court passed a verdict of 
unlawful killing after hearing that police 
had interviewed 140 National Front 
members and 36 members of the British 
National Party. 

A 15-person team is still working on the 
case. 


Mandela invited 
to NUM conference 


NELSON Mandela has been invited to 
attend this year’s annual conference of the 
National Union of Mineworkers as guest of 
honour. The decision was announced at a 
rally in March to commemorate the death of 
a young miner during the recent year long 
dispute. 

The announcement made by NUM 
President Arthur Scargill was greeted with a 
prolonged ovation from the 3,000 miners, 
their families and supporters who were 
present. 

This move by the NUM is as significant as 
the enthuasism with which it was received, 
showing the growing political awareness of 
the miners as they start to look at the 
parallels of their own struggles and those of 
black workers in South Africa. 





INTERNATIONAL 
ROUND-UP 





FN murder charge 


Regis Devaux, aged 23, an infantry 
sergeant, has been charged with the 
murder of a French Socialist Party 
member, on 7 March this year. 

Devaux, who is a member of the French 
National Front, was picked up with 8 other 
FN members after they had stabbed 
Phillippe Brocard on a quiet street in 
Yvelines on the outskirts of Paris. The 
fascists had caught Brocard fly-posting for 
the Socialist Party and removing National 
Front posters. He was assaulted by six men 
in paramilitary uniform, kicked to the floor 
and stabbed repeatedly. He later died in 
hospital. 

After their murderous assault the fascists 
wrecked Brocard’s car, and then continued 
with their own fly-posting, before being 
arrested in a neighbouring suburb. 

@ Full report on French elections next 
issue. 


WEST GERMANY 





Nazi menace 
spreads 


Apeing their British counterparts, nazi 
skinheads are becoming a growing 
menace in Western Germany, creating 
an atmosphere of terror amongst 
thousands of Turkish immigrants. 

At Christmas, this fact of modern life in 
the Federal Republic was tragically 
demonstrated with the murder of a 26 year 
old Turkish worker, Ramazan Avci, by a 
gang of thugs in Hamburg. 

His death was particularly brutal. The 
skinheads broke his legs and hips, smashed 
his head and then drove a car over him. 

Ramazan’s killing exposed a whole 
series of connections that the skinheads 
have with Germany’s new breed of nazis. 
Three of the four men being held for his 
murder belong to a nazi-led skinhead gang. 

The two main centres of skinhead racist 
activity are Hamburg and Hanover. In 
Hanover, in August 1984, gangs of rioting 
skinheads wrecked a gathering of punk 
rockers whom they call ‘dirty Germans’. In 
the mayhem that followed, 13 shop 
windows were destroyed, 36 cars 
demolished (including 10 police vehicles), 
and a police motorbike wrecked. 

A thousand police who rushed to the 
scene of this skinhead onslaught made 289 
arrests and amassed a small mountain of 
weapons including baseball bats, iron bars, 
chains and a wooden board with nails. 


Before the attack on the punks, Hanover 
skinheads had made no secret of their 
intentions. Indeed, for them it is a cult. 
Likewise in Hamburg, the scene of 
frequent skinhead outrages and, for a long 
time, the base of former German army 
officer and nazi leader, Michael Kuhnen. 

During the weeks before Avci’s murder, 
one of his friends had both hands broken 
and muggings by skinheads were a regular 
occurrence. Many are known to have 
received para-military training under the 
direction of the now-jailed Kuhnen in the 
forest areas east of the city. 

German skinheads do not hide their far- 
right politics or their venomous hatred of 
foreigners. Turks, they describe as “lice in 
the hide of the welfare state”; Jews “should 
be gassed” and “all wogs will have to go”. 
Nor do they conceal their admiration for 
the late and unlamented Adolf Hitler. “Heil 
Hitler” is one of their standard pieces of 
graffiti. 

As the West German ‘economic miracle’ 
has turned into the West German economic 
crisis so the numbers of these shaven- 
headed, big-booted and foul-mouthed louts 
have increased. They all look alike. Only 
their tactics and targets vary. Behind their 
war-cries of ‘Oi!’ and ‘We-are-Germans, 
We-are-Germans’, they take to the streets 
in search of their enemies: leftists, punks, 
Turks and Jews. If they aren’t on the 
streets, they can be seen causing trouble at 
railway stations or infesting soccer 
stadiums. 

And, in between all that, they act as 
‘muscle’ for the organised nazi right. Aside 
from running around with Kuhnen, a 
skinhead presence has been a feature of 
rallies held by the National Democratic 
Party and by the Free German Workers 
Party, despite the fact that the NPD, 
through one of its officials, Klaus Schultz, 
has disavowed them. 

Ordinary Germans fear the skinheads, 
who are all-too-reminiscent of the sort of 
disoriented youth that Hitler was able to 
galvanise into a brown-shirted street army, 
the SA, during the 1920s and early 1930s. 
They take great pride in keeping their boots 
polished... 

It is in Hamburg, traditionally a left-wing 
city, that the skinheads have notched up 
their biggest successes recently in 
preventing immigrants from going about 
their lawful business. Here the Turks are 
the main object of skinheads’ unwelcome 
attentions. 

Their tactics are simple: goad, provoke 
and assault Turkish people until they hit 
back. Then, report them to the authorities 
who are likely to have them deported. 
Attacks on Turks in Hamburg happen 
almost daily with little police action to halt 
them. The police denied any political 
motive in the Avci case, while a leader of 
Chancellor Kohl’s ‘Christian’ Democratic 
Union in Hamburg has described the wave 
of violence in the city as ‘perfectly normal 
juvenile gang criminality’. 

This statement was made after an 
incident in the city’s Hansaplatz where two 
of these specimens of the ‘master race’ 
savagely beat a Turkish girl for a quarter of 
an hour without anyone going to her 
assistance or calling the police; after a 29 


year old Turkish man had his head caved in 
with a paving slab; and, crucially, after 
Ramazan Avci’s slaying. 

The response of Hamburg’s ruling party, 
the Social-Democrats has not been much 
better. So far, all it has come up with is the 
suggestion of a ban on the skinheads, an 
idea that is about as realistic as outlawing 
bad breath. 

In this sort of political climate, it is hardly 
surprising that Turkish immigrants are 
opting for organised self-defence, to isolate 
the racist thugs who intimidate their 
families and children and to strike back 
hard. They know only too well what 
happened to the Jews and are determined 
not to suffer the same fate. 


Ghey.¥ 


Fascist rally 


Over three hundred attended a recent 
rally against the federal Martin Luther 
King holiday in North Carolina. 
Organised by the White Patriot Party, 
there was also a nominal participation 
by the National States Rights Party, the 
Southern National Party and Liberty 
Lobby. 

White Patriot leader Steve Miller told 
the crowd that the republic of their 
forefathers had been destroyed and 
replaced by the rule of the “international 
satanic Jew”. Participants in the 
demonstration called for support for the 
recently uncovered _ racist _ terrorist 
organisation The Order. 

A convention the same day, sponsored 
by the White Patriot Party, the National 
States Rights Party and the National 
Association for the Advancement of White 
People drew two hundred participants. 

Elsewhere in the state the US Justice 
Dept. has indicted twelve members of the 
White Knights of Liberty on conspiracy 
charges following information given to the 
authorities by other Klansmen arrested 
earlier. A prominent activist with another. 
local Klan, the Christian Knights of the 
KKK has been arrested for the kidnap and 
rape of a 14-year-old girl. 

Meanwhile in Georgia a split in the 
National Knights of the KKK has produced 
yet another grouping, the Southern White 
Knights of the KKK. The new organisation 
was reportedly represented at the White 
Patriot Party’s North Carolina conference. 


ISRAEL 


War crime trial 


An April trial is scheduled for John 
Demjanjuk, accused of the murder of up to 
nine hundred thousand Jews in the wartime 
death camp at Treblinka. Demjanjuk, a 66- 
year-old Ukrainian, was extradited from 
the United States to stand trial in Israel. 
Another Ukrainian, Serge Kowalchuk, is 
to face a deportation hearing in the United 
States. 


13 





Friends in low places 


THE National Front is boasting of the support 
it has received from one of Italy’s most 
notorious right-wing terrorists, and from an 
organisation involved in Hitler's genocide 
programme in Rumania during the war. 

In a new feature, ‘The White International’, 
the Front’s magazine Nationalism Today, 
reprints in its latest issue some of the 
messages of support sent by fascists around 
the world to its AGM last November. One of 
these is from Giorgio Franco Freda, 
“Publisher and Nationalist Prisoner of War”. 

Freda, along with Giovanni Ventura of 
Ordine Nero (Black Order), was suspected of 
being behind a number of major terrorist 
outrages in Italy in the late 1960s and early 
‘70s. In particular he was wanted for the 
bombing of Piazza Fontana in Milan in 1969, 
when fourteen people died, and an explosion 
on the Italicus express train. Lack of evidence 
in the end meant that these charges failed 
when brought to court, but judges in Rome 
considered his subversive activities with 
terror groups to be _ well-substantiated 
enough to merit a fifteen year gaol sentence. 
He is still serving it, although he was recently 
given ‘half-freedom’ allowing him to spend 
the day with his wife in Brindisi returning to 
prison at night. His comrade in arms, 
Ventura, is still free and living in Argentina 
after the government there, under the 
generals, refused an Italian request for his 
extradition. 

And, seemingly not in the _ least 
embarrassed about it, who else should pop 
up to send a goodwill message to the Front, 
but far right Belfast loyalist councillor 
George Seawright. He was, you will recall, 
the man who wanted furnaces built to 
dispose of Catholics and who was later 
arrested by police for carrying a gun in a 
public place. Last year he gave an interview 
to Nationalism Today. His brother was 
recently acquitted of gun running charges in 
the Glasgow UVF trial. 

Even more sickening is the greeting from 
Jianu Danieleau of the ‘Exiled Rumanian Iron 
Guard”. Led by Corneliu Codreanu, the Iron 
Guard were notorious butchers who 
zealously carried out the anti-Jewish 
genocide programmes of Hitler’s SS during 
the nazi occupation of Eastern Europe. 

By their friends shall you know them. 


* * % 


Don’t mention the war 


A REGULAR contributor these days to the 
Freedom Association’s newspaper Free 
Nation is one Councillor David Neill-Smith. 
Last December, for instance, he penned no 
less than the journal’s front page splash: 
“Growing Subversion on the Rates”. In the 
next issue, he held forth on Sunday trading. 

Councillor Smith’s name, of course, has 
cropped up in another connection recently: 
as we revealed last month, a confidential 
Young Monday Club memo named him as a 
member of the YMC delegation to the Anti- 
Bolshevik Bloc of Nations conference held in 
London. 

Odd to find someone so obviously devoted 
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to the cause of personal freedom in the 
company of emigré groups whose role, 
during the nazi occupation of Eastern 
Europe, was questionable to say the least. 
But there we are. 

Another guest of ABN at the same 
conference was Ruislip-Northwood’s Tory 
MP John Wilkinson. Ever since we noted his 
attendance he has been coming under pretty 
constant flak from Hillingdon Trades Council 
which publicly deplored the fact that their 
elected representative should be found at 
such a gathering. 

Wilkinson, who chaired part of the ABN 
proceedings, is also chairman of the 
European Freedom Council, the European 
wing of the World Anti-Communism League. 
“We are anything but neo-nazi”, he declares, 
“we exist to support democracy and 
challenge dictatorship and fight for freedom 
throughout Europe”. 

He also publicly announced his willingness 
to debate the issue publicly with the Trades 
Council. They are arranging a time and place. 


¥ * * 
Yorkshire puddings 


Doesn't the National Front get upset when it 
is caught with its pants down? After the 
Yorkshire Post's exposé (see page 4) newly 
appointed NF boss Martin Wingfield went 
rushing up to Leeds to complain how unfair 
the articles were in accusing National Front 
members of being criminals. When the 
Yorkshire Post drew Wingfield’s attention to 
Front members’ very long track record of 
murder, rape, arson and armed robbery, 
apart from their day to day racial violence, he 
conceded that if the NF expelled all members 
who got into trouble, it would hardly have 
any left. In fact Wingfield has himself only 
recently come out of prison. 

One would think this would have been 
enough to shut them up. But it seems that 
the Front’s former leader, Andrew Brons, 
also contacted the Yorkshire Post, this time 
to moan about the accusation of Front 
associations with Italian terrorists. So just 
what was Roberto Fiore doing in Brons’s 
Harrogate home at the very moment when 
he and his allies in the NF were plotting to 
take it over from Martin Webster and his 
followers? Brons has also recently been 
convicted and, as a young National Socialist 
Movement member, once asked Colin 
Jordan whether it was politically a good idea 
to bomb synagogues (see Searchlight 
No.96). 


% % * 


Own goal 


THE NF’s travelling football hooligan circus 
descended on Israel last month. 

While the England team snatched a 2 : 1 
victory, the Front suffered a defeat. Or, to be 
more precise, Israeli Anti-Terrorist Squad: 
two ‘Free Joe Pearce’ banners; NF: nil. 

Undeterred, the louts of Birmingham NF 
branch, who suffered this grievous loss, 
returned home empty handed and had the 
cheek to send a bill for the confiscated 
banners to the Israeli embassy in London, 
and copies to The Sun and “two unspecified 
Arab embassies”. 

But we hear that West Midlands NF leader 
Norman Tomkinson didn’t have the bottle to 
go to Israel himself and sent over a few 
gullible dregs instead. 

Now the unfortunate NFers with Israeli 
visa stamps in their passports may have 
difficulty visiting friends in Iran or Libya. 


Racism 
in the 
classrooms 


Fascists are making continued efforts 
around the country to recruit 
schoolchildren. They are encouraged by 
the complacency of many teachers, who 
are prepared to condone racism by their 
inaction or who pretend that a problem 
doesn’t exist. 

A lecturer in West Sussex has claimed 
that 50 per cent of pupils in schools there 
are racially prejudiced. Chris Gaine, of 
West Sussex Institute of Higher 
Education, said that in a survey of essays 
written by 12-year-olds in Sussex 
schools, about half were abusive about 
coloured people. He said racism was “rife 
from Crawley to Chicester and Bognor”. 

When it was condoned — by being 
ignored or dodged — prejudices were 
reinforced. 

“The education service still does not 
know how to recognise racism as an 
issue”’, he said. 

Some teachers and parents shared 
their children’s racist beliefs. Multi- 
cultural education was not a substitute 
for directly confronting racist attitudes. 

On Teeside, the Northern Region 
Education Alliance has called for schools 
to take a positive approach to tackling 
racism in the classroom. Nick Gash of the 
Alliance said: 

“We feel that teachers should confront 
the problem of racial jokes and 
comments directly. 

“We also think there is a need for them 
to monitor the situation in schools when 
NF pamphlets appear.” 

NAS/UWT __ representative 


Tony 
Coleman said that he hadn’t come across 


instances of racialism in Cleveland 
schools. 

The National Front has announced a 
recruitment drive among young people in 
Cleveland and Durham. 

In Lancashire, the National Union of 
Teachers has warned of a new National 
Front campaign. Last September, 
Meadowhead School in Blackburn was 
daubed in red, white and blue paint with 
NF slogans. NUT press secretary Steve 
Sinnott said that every effort would be 
made to stamp out the “vicious and 
horrible propaganda”. 

In Lancaster, the National Front has 
announced a recruitment drive aimed at 
schools and discos. Anti-drug leaflets 
have been taken to schools and NF 
papers sold at discos. NF organiser John 
Olivine threatened: 

“We are going to hit Lancaster in a big 
way.” 

In Barking and Dagenham, the 
National Front has announced a school 
gates recruitment campaign. Branch 
secretary Mark Askew said the campaign 
had been planned because of “Marxist” 
teachers. 





RECAP: An A-Z of who's who on the far right 





WHAT THEIR PAPERS SAY 


The consistency of porridge 


The National Front doesn’t much like the 
Race Relations Act. That is quite clear from 
the latest issues of its publications, and the 
reasons for its dislike are not difficult to 
discern. The young literary lions of the 
exteme right keep getting hauled off to clink 
under the said act. 

National Front News and Nationalism Today 
are full of the latest legal, or rather illegal, goings 
on. “Back in Action!” trumpets National Front 
News. It’s all about the new NF chairman, 
changing from prison uniform to public duty, as 
speedily as Superman donning his _ flying 
garments in a phone booth: “Within 48 hours of 
being released from Pentonville Prison, National 
Front Chairman, Martin Wingfield had delivered 
to his local MP, Terence Higgins, a 
comprehensive dossier revealing the shocking 
extent of drug abuse in that prison”. 

According to Mr Wingfield and his dossier, the 
inmates of Pentonville nick spend all the hours of 
their days and years high on hash. Not that Mr W. 
had anything to do with that sort of malarky. 
National Front News assures its readers that “he 
was none the worse after serving his three months 
sentence”, after being sentenced for offences 
against the Race Relations Act. 

There’s more about Mr Wingfield in 
February’s Nationalism Today. On January 10th 
Mr W. assumed the weighty responsibility of the 
NF chairmanship. The previous encumbent had 
been Ian Anderson, but he had been cleared by 
the courts of inciting racial hatred. Therefore 
lacking the suitable qualification for leading the 
NF, Mr Anderson had to go. A genuine race- 
inciter, Mr Wingfield “has been a tower of 
strength to the Party in Sussex for several years”. 

While Wingfield takes his first steps towards 
political greatness, another NF stalwart remains 
incarcerated with the dope-smoking guests of 
Her Majesty. Joe Pearce, the former editor of 
Bulldog, received twelve months for his sub-CSE 
literary efforts. As Nationalism Today recounts, 
the Party had done all it could for him at the trial. 
Although “the Chairman of the National Front 
was clearly suffering from a hangover”, he sharp- 
wittedly spotted a Jewess entering the jury box. 
Objection, your honour! Objection, your 
honour! 

The objection was allowed and “the final jury, 
with the Jewess gone, looked like a good cross- 
section of the British people”. Ah, but racial 





Martin Wingfield. 
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Gina Pearce looks forward to a 12-month break from political soldiering. 


characteristics can be misleading, as the racial 
theorists found to their cost. The “twelve British 
men and women” pronounced honest Joe guilty. 
Down the steps and out of sight went he. All we 
are left with in National Front News is a forlorn 
picture of wife and two suitably blond babies. 


Mangled rat 


Of course, the Race Relations Act is not the only 
law which seems to impede the activities of NF 
members. National Front News tells us about 
another NF hero currently enjoying the green, 
green grass of prison. Ian Stuart, the NF Central 
London Branch organiser, has just started a 
twelve month stretch for assaulting blacks 
outside Kings Cross tube station. 

Mr Stuart was the leading light behind the NF’s 
musical enterprises. Despite possessing a voice 
which sounds like a rat being passed through a 
mangle, Mr Stuart was the lead singer of “the 
racialist rock band Skrewdriver”. The group’s 
latest record, ‘Blood and Honour’, is advertised 
in NFN: “Skrewdriver’s lead singer, Ian Stuart is 
now in prison, because the System wants to 
silence him. Buy the album to see why”. Hardly 
the most enticing of recommendations. 

All these prosecutions have clearly rattled the 
NF leadership. The new chairman does not wish 
to continue his investigations into the sociology 
of drug abuse in HM prisons. The previous 
chairman never had any desire to undertake such 
studies. And so, the NF wants to convince all 
potential jury members that it harbours no 
feelings of racial hatred. Both Nationalism Today 
and National Front News devote their editorials 
to this novel theme. 

According to National Front News, the Party 
has been much misunderstood: “Friend and foe 
alike know that we demand a halt to immigration 
and that we seek the return of all coloured 
immigrants to their land of ethnic origin”, but “it 
appears that many of our opponents have not 
fully grasped and understood our racialism”: 

“With monotonous regularity they accuse us 
of preaching racial hatred and of promoting 
racial violence. Nothing could be further from 


the truth. The National Front does not preach 
racial hatred, nor does it promote racial 
violence”. 

As if on the trail of the Nobel Peace Prize, the 
editorial continues: “Not only are we opposed to 
racial hatred, we also condemn racial violence 
... Not only is racial violence morally 
indefensible, it is also counter-productive”. 
Nationalism Today takes up the same peace- 
loving, court-avoiding theme: “From now on the 
National Front must state loud and clear that as 
White Racialists we condemn racial hatred”. 

Let us leave the gentle folk of NF head office, 
in order to travel up to Bedfordshire. There, the 
NF continues its mission of condemning racial 
hatred, using its magazine Bedfordshire Patriot as 
its weapon in the cause of racial harmony. Note 
the tolerance of the racial comrades in this piece: 
“The blacks are on the march yet again in Luton 
. . . Now the vicious black scum have started up a 
youth gang of yobbos to attack any white people 
who want to live or work in Luton”. There 
follows a sentence, whose syntax is as confusing 
as its sentiments are plain: 

“You may ask what are the police doing about 
this, this gang of paki power youth well the 
police have stuck their finger’s up their arses 
and put their brains in neutral”. 
This short piece ends with a plea for mutual 
understanding and tolerance: “Well niggers I 
have some bad news for you. The whites are 
arising in Luton and will fight you in unbeatable 
numbers”. 

As if to show that lack of hatred knows no 
bounds, the Bedfordshire Patriot also includes 
the following, under the heading of 
‘Congratulations’: 

“The Bedfordshire National Front would like 
to congratulate the PLF (Palestine Liberation 
Front) who successfully proved that Jews 
cannot float in the Mediterranean Sea (Leon 
Klinghoffer). The Bedfordshire National 
Front will try to test this theory in lakes, 
streams, ponds, etc., until the supply of Jews 
have run out:. 

For yet another month, we rest our case, 
m’lud. 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 


NEA NEACIA 
ACISM & FASCIS 


Sir Kenneth Newman, who recently put 
the people of London on notice that he 
would not hesitate in using plastic 
bullets, water cannon and their like in 
future, must be pretty hot under the 
collar following a series of successful 
cases for damages brought against the 
Metropolitan Police which have shown 
them up as racist and lawless thugs. 
The most publicised case involved Eric 
and Baltimore Ranger who, after going 
to the fair in August 1983, were jumped 
on in Holloway, north London, along 
with other friends by officers who 
proceeded to beat them with truncheons, 


Sir Kenneth Newman. 


RECENT CASES BROUGHT AGAINST 
THE METROPOLITAN POLICE SHOW 
HOW ALL S ONS OF THE BLACK 
COMMUNITY ARE UNDER CONSTANT 
THREAT FROM POLI€E. 


@ On 5.2.86 Mrs Lorna Lucas, a black 
Sunday school teacher, won £26,000 damages 
against the police for assault, false 
imprisonment and malicious prosecution. 

In 1981, Mrs Lucas was assaulted by police 
who came to remove her forcibly from a 
builder’s office where she had gone to make a 
complaint. In the van, one officer looked up 
her skirt and said: ‘What a sight this is before 
breakfast”. Following the assault, the police 
brought a prosecution against Mrs Lucas for 
assaulting them. 


fists and feet. Despite the fact that three 
transit vans carrying at least thirty 
officers were present at the assault, a 
two-year investigation failed to find the 
culprits and was met by a wall of stony 
police silence. When, on 10 February, 
Douglas Hurd announced that he would 
not re-open the case, even the national 
press let out hoots of derision, alleging a 
police cover-up, and an embarrassed 
Newman was forced to prove his mettle 
by re-opening the case. Only then, 
following a promise of anonymity for any 
officer who’d have the guts to speak out 
against his colleagues, were four officers 
finally arrested and charged. 


DSUs under scrutiny 


Newman has been forced to go even 
further to protect the image of a 
professional force that he has carefully 
nurtured against all the odds. The 
Observer (23.2.86) suggests that 
Newman is considering bringing elite 
units like DSUs and the SPG under closer 
supervision and alloting them specific 
tasks in an attempt to prevent them 
roaming the streets, lurking on corners, 
and generally picking on black people. 
He has also indicated that computers will 
be used to analyse complaints so that 
‘patterns’ or ‘clusters’ of police 
lawlessness can be identified. 

CARF suggests that the Commissioner 
might like to start the ball rolling by 
looking not at ‘clusters’ of lawlessness 
but at a whole history of police brutality 
in the Hornsey, Islington and Holloway 
Road areas of North London. In fact, 


@ On 10.12.85 a High Court judge reversed an 
earlier decision that disabled Rastafarian, 
Patrick Wilson, should pay court costs from 
damages awarded against the Met because he 
refused to accept an, earlier out of court 
settlement. 
o Mr Wilson was assaulted by police officers 
who also racially abused him in November 
1982 when they stopped his specially adapted 
car. Both Mr Wilson and his girlfriend were 
strip searched at Tower Hill police station. 
@ Mr Vincent Lee is planning to sue police 
after being cleared of six drug-related offences 
at Knightsbridge Crown Court on 28.2.85. 
Mr Lee was arrested last July outside his 
Notting Hill home and accused of trying to sell 
drugs. He says that the police planted drugs on 
him and proceeded to beat him over the head 


Police are to aet 
ES2million +o combat 
tevvovism, public. 
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Guardian 12.2.86 

“The police are to get an extra £52 million 
to combat terrorism, public disorder and 
drug abuse, the Home Secretary, Mr 
Douglas Hurd, announced yesterday. 


Hornsey police station was in the late 
1960s subject to an official inquiry — the 
only one of its kind — into the alarming 
level of deaths that had occurred at that 
station. 

As far back as 1975, the Black Parents 
Movement was formed after three 
schoolchildren were harassed by Hornsey 
police when returning to school after 


(Continued on page 18) 


with truncheons whilst in a police van. He still 
suffers blurred vision as a result of the beating. 
@ According to Time Out (6.3.86), Leroy Hull 
claims that he was deliberately run over by a 
police van in February. After police stopped 
his car to check his MOT and insurance, Mr 
Hull tried to break free and was run over by a 
second police car. 
@ In March, Derek Pascal of Clapton, east 
London, was awarded £3,500 damages against 
Stoke Newington police. Mr Pascal was 
beaten, punched and humiliated with racial 
abuse and was forced to repeat “I am a black 
bastard”. Sergeant Hunter and DC Sergent 
tortured him by burning him on the hand with 
a lighted cigarette. As a result, he made false 
ssions to a string of 13 muggings and 
burglaries. 
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(Continued from page 17) 
their lunch break and one boy, Cliff 
McDaniel, received a severe beating in 
full view of teachers. In 1982, the SPG, 
on their own initiative, raided a black 
social centre and night club in Holloway 
just a week after a senior police officer 
visited the club to discuss ways of 
improving police/black relations. And in 
1984, an armed raid on the Holloway 
home of Mr Solomon Meade and his 
family led to Mr Meade (who suffers 
from sickle cell anemia and could die as a 
result of a severe shock) being forced to 
kneel on the floor with his hands behind 
his head. During November 1985, Mr 
Wilfred Leon, a Rastafarian, received 
£1,200 damages following a civil action 
against police (an official complaint led 
nowhere) after being assaulted at 
Holloway police station in 1982. Mr Leon 
was originally arrested by members of 
the (then) Instant Response Unit who 
demanded to search him for drugs while 
he waited for a bus. 

This police brutality in North London 
has now extended to the white 
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Southall, 1979. 


community too. In February 1986, Mr 
Barry Carliell is understood to have 
received £20,000 damages following a 
violent assault at Islington police station 
in April 1983, which led Mr Carliell to 
undergo surgery, losing the sight of an 
eye (he was already partially blind in the 
other eye). An officer, PC Renton, has 
now been sentenced to two years 
imprisonment, but the fate of five other 
officers who underwent an internal police 
investigation remains confidential. 

Between January and September 
1984, a record 221 complaints were made 
against Islington police, only twelve of 
which were upheld. And at the beginning 
of 1985, Islington councillor Rosemary 
Nicholson was forced to conclude that 
police behaviour was getting out of hand 
after a white youth was shot through the 
heart and lung by a .38 inch police bullet 
after police chased his car thinking he 
was about to raid a supermarket. Mr 
Atkinson, who miraculously escaped 
death, was later cleared at the Old Bailey 
of armed robbery and is now considering 
suing the polilce. 








Almost seven years after the death of 
Blair Peach at the hands of SPG 
officers in the Southall ‘police riot’ of 
1979, his family are to be allowed to see 
statements made by witnesses to police 
investigating the circumstances of his 
death. 

Blair Peach, a New Zealand-born East 
End teacher and anti-racist, was killed 
during the occupation of Southall by over 
2,000 police officers on 23 April 1979. They 
were there to ensure that about 50 fascists 
could meet in the Town Hall. 700 people 
were arrested, 342 charged and an 
unknown number injured. Blair Peach died 
from a skull fracture caused by a single 
blow to the head. His death caused massive 
outrage and led to calls for the disbandment 
of the SPG, which is now being abolished 
and replaced by the new Territorial 
Support Groups. 

At the inquest, in 1980, the coroner was 
provided with all the statements, but the 
family and their lawyers were not allowed 
to see them. The coroner directed the jury 
that in a ‘riot situation’ the police could use 
reasonable force, which could include fatal 
force. The jury returned a verdict of death 
by misadventure. The lack of witness 
statements has continued to hamper the 
family in their unremitting efforts to find 
out the truth. 

Now, the Court of Appeal has ruled that 
the police must hand over the statements. 
The public interest in getting to the truth of 
a man’s death is, they decided, more 
important than that of preserving 
confidentiality. The case opens the way for 
other victims of serious police brutality to 
get behind the previously impenetrable 
wall of silent obstructiveness which has 
made it very difficult to bring police officers 
to justice for their crimes. 


Liverpool schools scandal revealed 


On 13 February the national press 
focused their attention on the ‘School of 
Race Hatred’. Racial tension at the 
University Community Comprehensive 
School, Liverpool, had reached an 
alarming level, we were told — black 
pupils were bullying the whites, library 
books were being censored and white 
children were being forced to leave. On 
one occasion the student body was made 
to stand in silence for a man hanged in 
South Africa. The fact that the 
University School was the product of a 
merger in September 1985 of three other 
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schools — two predominantly white 
single-sex schools (the Institutes) and 
Paddington School, which was 52 per 
cent black, was mentioned only in 
passing. 


In fact, the merger of the schools, far 
from creating a situation where whites were 
victimised, had unleashed the virulent 
racism of white parents and pupils alike — 
a situation that was aggrevated by the 
actions of the authorities. 


A group of Institute parents fought a 
bitter and often openly racist campaign to 


prevent the merger with Paddington ever 
taking place. The education authority bent 
over backwards to placate them and it was 
finally agreed that the Institute girls could 
generally study apart in their own 
buildings. Children from the old 
Paddington School understandably felt 
they were being stigmatised by this. But the 
authority’s response was to disperse most 
of the old Paddington teachers and appoint 
63 new teachers. Many of these teachers 
brought to the school myths and 
stereotypes about black children; some 
were afraid of them, and a handful were 
openly racist. For instance, black children 


have been told to “get back on your jam 
jar”. 

From the moment the new school 
opened black students were abused by 
whites. Black teachers also had objects 
hurled at them while walking from one 
building to another. Then, on 12 December 
1985, a gang of children from a nearby 
school, egged on by adults in a 
neighbouring block of flats, hurled racial 
abuse at black pupils in the University 
School playground and one girl was kicked 
in the stomach. A delegation of University 
School children, accompanied by teachers 
and administrators, went to the other 
school to discuss the incident, but before 
they could do anything they were again 
taunted by the students who shouted White 
Power slogans. A fight ensued and when 
the police were called in they behaved with 
unnecessary brutality towards several of 
the black children. 


Anti-racist fight back 


Members of the teaching staff are 





Exhibitions on racism seem all too often 
to fall into three types. They either 
concentrate on fascist attacks and gloss 


over black initiatives; or they 
concentrate on promoting the lives of 
key black individuals _— without 
explaining the circumstances and forces 
under which they lived; or, when they 
look at forces and relationships such as 
colonialism, slavery or apartheid, it is to 
depict a history beyond our shores. 

From Resistance to Rebellion — an 
exhibition on Asian and Afro-Caribbean 
struggles in Britain since the Second World 
War — is unique. Based on the article of 
the same title by A. Sivanandan (written in 
the wake of the 1981 uprisings), it tells the 

‘ story of how blacks have made history here. 
It relates how they adapted the resistance 
born out of anti-colonial struggles to 
organise against the racism they faced in 
Britain — in areas such as policing, 
immigration controls, education, housing, 
welfare, work and racial violence on the 
streets and how each new generation 
builds on the experience of the last. It also 
shows how the focus of struggle changes as 
racism changes — for example, in the 
workplace and the community — and how 
new issues throw up new forms of 
resistance. 

In tracing the changing nature of racism 
from the ‘colour bar’ and crude economic 
exploitation of the 1950s, through the 
institutionalised racism of the 1960s and 
1970s to the nationalist paranoia of the 
1980s, the exhibition reveals the weaving of 
Afro-Caribbean and Asian resistance into a 





determined that this racism does not pass 
unchallenged. An anti-racist committee, 
involving parents, unions and other anti- 
racist and church groups, has been set up. 
Wider issues connected with racism have 
also been brought up. In fact, it was at a 
meeting addressed by a woman from the 
ANC, which happened to coincide with the 
hanging of the South African poet 
Benjamin Moloise, that the students were 
asked by the speaker to stand in two 
minutes silence. 

The press made much of the ‘censorship’ 
of books in the school library but failed to 
put it in its proper context. In fact, children 
were involved in looking for examples of 
racism in books, not so they could be 
withdrawn but so they could be properly 
discussed. 

Indeed, if the press hoped to use the 
University School as fodder in their 
campaign against anti-racism, there are 
signs that this strategy may have backfired. 
Parents and teachers who were initially 
wary of the school’s anti-racist programme 
in the early months of the merger have 


common black struggle and portrays the 
different forms that that resistance took. 
Lobbies and petitions, marches and 
demonstrations, strikes and __ sit-ins, 
building of black parties, developing of 
alternative black infrastructures, creating 
defence campaigns and defending whole 
communities. 

It pays homage to key people such as 
Claudia Jones, Obi Egbuna and Jagmohan 
Joshi — not as individuals, but for their 
contribution to the making of black 
organisation and black history in the UK. 
And it includes well-known milestones in 
black resistance such as the 1958 ‘race 
riots’, the Campaign Against Racial 
Discrimination, the 1976 Notting Hill 
Carnival, the Grunwick dispute, the 
defence of Southall in 1979 and the 
uprisings of the 1980s. But it also recalls the 
lesser known history: the West Indian 
Gazette, the Indian Workers’ Associations, 
the Black People’s Alliance, the United 
Coloured People’s Association, the Asian 
and Afro-Caribbean youth movements, the 
Organisation of Women of Asian and 
African descent. 

Drawing on leaflets, posters, news- 

sheets and pamphlets from within black 
organisations themselves, as well as the 
official press and over 180 photographs, 
From Resistance to Rebellion makes the last 
30 years of black history and struggle in 
Britain come alive. 
@ The exhibition will be shown in central 
London from 17 April to 16 May and will be 
available for hire. Ring (01) 405 5334 or 
(01) 837 0041 for details. 


been shocked by the malevolent . and 
cynical opportunism underlying the stories. 
There is now a new determination to 
prevent racists making any more mileage 
out of the situation. The school governors 
have condemned the press story and have 
promised to look into allegations that some 
teachers are guilty of overt racism. 





Jury rights 
at risk 


Black people accused of crimes could 
lose their right to trial by a jury of 
their peers if proposals to end the 
right to challenge potential jurors 
become law. 

The proposals are contained in a 
government white paper on ‘law and 
order’ published in March. They suggest 
an end to the centuries-old right of 
defendants to peremptory challenge — 
that is, to dismiss potential jurors 
without giving reason. This right is used 
by defendants to try and ensure that 
they are tried by juries composed, as 
much as possible, of people who are 
their peers in terms of age, class and 
social background. Since the late 1960s, 
the right to challenge has also been used 
by black defendants to ensure that they 
are not tried by juries composed entirely 
of white people. 

The right to challenge potential jurors 
and, indeed, the right to trial by jury, 
came under increasing attack as black 
people used their rights and secured 
important victories in the courts. The 
victories of the 1971 Mangrove 9 trial, 
the 1974 Carib Club trial and the 1975 
Chapeltown bonfire trial were followed 
by restrictions on the right to jury trial in 
1977. These included a reduction in the 
number of peremptory challenges from 
seven to three. 

The jury system and the right to 
challenge came under renewed attack 
after the 1981 Bristol ‘riot’ trial ended in 
victory for the black defendants, who 
had used their challenges to ensure 
there were four black jurors. Right-wing 
MP Alan Clark, for instance, said that 
the case showed that black jurors 
“whether out of racial loyalty, fear of 
intimidation or a combination of both” 
were “highly unlikely” to convict black 
people accused of public order offences. 
Senior Judge Lord Denning went even 
further, accusing “black, coloured and 
brown people” of having different 
standards from whites and saying they 
were not fit to serve on juries. 

Trials since the Bristol trial, such as 
the Bradford 12 and the Newham self- 
defence cases, have illustrated the 
importance of juries in cases involving 
black defendants and the importance of 
the challenge in ensuring the presence of 
black jurors. The ability of black 
defendants to do this in the future is now 
seriously at risk. 
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Cart <i SN AGAII JST 
/ RACISM & FASCISM 
area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


RACIST ATTACKS 


_ Stepney 


36-year-old Colin Branch was remanded on bail at 
Old Street Court charged with causing actual 
bodily harm to Amarjit Singh of Huddersfield, in 
Quaker Street, Stepney, last November (East 
London Advertiser 7.2.86). 


Plaistow 


In another attack in London’s East End, two 
unemployed men — John Smith and Lance Peach 
~— were charged with causing actual bodily harm 
to Abdul Bari Qurechi (East London Advertiser 
7.2.86). 


Attacks on library staff and readers 


Camden council has taken extra security 
measures, improved staff numbers and 
refurbished the Regents Park library after a 
report revealed that staff and readers have been 
subject to a campaign of racial and sexual abuse, 
which has left some members of the local Bengali 
community afraid to use the premises. The report 
says that tension had been growing in recent weeks 
because of white youths congregating around the 
buildings (Hampstead & Highgate Express 
7.2.86). 


POLICE 


Inspector charged with Groce shooting 


Inspector Douglas Lovelock, who has been 
suspended on full pay for the last five months, has 
been summonsed to appear at Bow Street 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE 
PUBLIC ORDER ida’ 


Extra copies of CARF’s Public Order 
Campaign Broadsheet (4pp, A4) are available 
for 5p each, plus postage. Please send cash with 
order (cheques made payable to CARF). 


Please send me copies of the CARF 
Public Order Campaign Broadsheet. | enclose 
me 

















Our organisation would like a speaker on the 
Public Order Bill. Please contact 





Tel: 





Name 





Address 








Send to CARF, c/o Searchlight, 37b New 
Cavendish St., London W1M 8JR. 


e intervene when immigrants are denied entry to 


lice officer in the eye. He 
/ m of £100 to keep the 
peece for a year zcially —— 18.2. _ 


s bound over in the | 


_ Britain. The guidelines impose a deadline on MPs’ 
rights to challenge refusals, and the deferral of 
decisions to deport people will in future require 


“new and compelling” evidence. Requests to defer 


removal of a person will not normally be accepted 


from MPs other than those with a constituency 


_ interest. The decision to issue guidelines follows 
last year’s: political row in which Home Office. 


_ ‘Minister David Waddington accused MPs of © 


‘Kidnapped : boy awarded a, 


__ A 14-year-old boy was awarded £2,000 damages 
__ for unlawful arrest and assault after an incident in. 
_ which he was bundled into the back of a police car 


by plainclothes police officers three years ago (see 


_ Searchlight 99). The boy was suspected of a 
mugging. His mother, who was told by his friends 
that her son had been kidnapped, became — 


hysterical when officers at the police station where 
he was being held denied any knowledge of his 
whereabouts. Arresting officer Detective 


_ Constable Kevin McCan later falsified documents 


to make it appear that the mother had been told 
her son was in custody. The boy — who was later 
nicknamed ‘Mugsy’ by other pupils — was forced 
to change schools (Daily Mail 12.2.86). 


Inquiry into police beating and drugs plant 


Scotland Yard has ordered an inquiry into an 
incident at Notting Hill police station in which 31- 
year-old Vincent Lee claims he was given a savage 
beating by police who then planted cannabis on 
him. In court, a hospital senior registrar said that 
Mr Lee’s injuries could have been caused by a 
truncheon. PC Simpson, who denied being 
primarily responsible for Mr Lee’s injuries, said 
that Mr Lee appeared to deliberately throw 
himself head first on to the floor (Guardian 
19.2.86). Mr Lee was cleared of six drug-related 
offences and of assaulting PC Simpson, who 
claimed Mr Lee had kicked him in the shins, but 
was found guilty of obstruction on a separate 
occasion and sentenced to three months’ 
imprisonment. Because he had already spent four 
months in custody awaiting trial, Mr Lee was 
released immediately and now plans to sue the 
police for damages (Guardian 1.3.86). 


Compensation awarded against police 


Claudius David, of Broadwater Farm Estate, was 
awarded £950 compensation against the police 
after a court decided there was no case for him to 
answer. David, who denied assisting in the 
retention of stolen goods from a supermarket, had 
spent two weeks in custody (Daily Telegraph 
19.2.86). 


Tottenham: police review stays secret 


The views of over 400 police officers who criticised 
tactics employed by their senior officers during the 
disturbances on the Broadwater Farm Estate last 
year will not be published. Some officers had 
complained that they were ordered to “stand firm” 
under a hail of bricks and petrol bombs, Mr Leslie 
Curtis, chairman of the Police Federation, said he 


was not concerned about the decision not to 
publish the views of junior officers, as long as the - 


working party conducting Scotland Yard’s review 


of public order took pete of them (Guardian - 


_ abusing their rights to challenge the decisions of 


inunigration officials (Guardian 12.2.86). 


Court of Appeal tightens rules 


A decision by the Court of Appeal will make it 
more difficult for visitors to Britain to use the 
courts if they are refused admission by 
immigration officials. Sir John Donaldson, Master 
of the Rolls, said that a rising number of 
applications for judicial review were being made 
instead of using the statutory appeals machinery 
which requires the visitor to return to his or her 
country. The court refused an application for 
judicial review of an immigration officer’s 
decision not to allow admission to Mr Tajmohd 
Swati, who wished to enter Britain for two weeks 
as a visitor. The officer was not satisfied that Mr 
Swati— who had a return ticket, $400 and an offer 
of accommodation from a friend — only intended 
to stay for two weeks (Guardian 11.2.86). 


New hope for Shahid Syed 


The Home Office has asked lawyers representing 
Mr Shahid Syed to put forward an argument 
against deporting him, including further details of 
the medical treatment his wife, Nasreen, is 
receiving for a serious heart condition. Mr Sayed, 
whose application for naturalisation has been 
turned down, had expected to be deported at any 
time (Waltham Forest Guardian 21.2.86). 


EMPLOYMENT 


Woman sacked for ‘racist remarks’ 


A woman who was suspended nearly two years ago 
for alleged racist remarks has been sacked from 
her job as a wages clerk in Haringey Council’s 
community affairs department. Shirley Scott 
denies calling black colleagues “coon” and 
“nigger” and is to appeal to an industrial tribunal 
(Daily Mail 15.2.86). 


Teacher wins promotion fight 


Science teacher Shukla Sharma has won her fight 
for promotion at Stepney Green school, following 
a decision by an industrial tribunal that she had 
suffered racial discrimination. She was also 
awarded £300 compensation for injury to her 
feelings. Mrs Sharma had applied for a Scale 2 job 


_at her school, but the post was given to a white 


colleague who was less experienced and in her first 
ar of teaching. Normally, headteachers and just 
governors make appointments, but it 

dd ins this case e interview ie 


ise rishination. 
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